
Building Self Esteem & Confidence Leads  
to Improved Grades for School Age Students
When Kaylee started in the School Age 
program at Onward Neighborhood 
House, she was having trouble in her 4th 
grade classes. 

Crystal, her School Age teacher noticed 
that Kaylee preferred to only interact 
with the teacher, and didn’t pay much 
attention to the other students. She also 
liked compliments. Crystal worked one 
on one with Kaylee to improve on her 
reading and math skills. She also paired 
Kaylee with a tutor from Glenbrook High 
School on Tuesdays to give her the extra 
support that she needed. 

Crystal assisted Kaylee with her home-
work – they used manipulatives to 
practice math, and practiced 2-3 letter 
words together. In groups, Crystal 
encouraged Kaylee to read and 
pronounce words. 

Her mother, Keyshla is happy with her 
progress, “before my daughter started 
attending Onward House's School Age 
Program she used to get D’s & F’s. Now 
she’s getting A’s, B’s, & C’s”. 

“Kaylee is very smart," Crystal 
noted, “but she needed to build her 
self-esteem and confidence in her-
self.”

Now Kaylee gets excited when she 
is able to complete her homework on 
her own and has even started to help 
the second graders in the program 
with their homework.
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"Before my daughter 
started attending Onward 
House School Age Program 

she used to get D’s & F’s, now 
she’s getting A’s, B’s, & C’s."



Friends, 
 
It feels like spring here at Onward House. In 
the few months between the hectic holiday 
season and getting ready for summer 

Save the Dates! 
Belmont Cragin Walk-a-Thon 

Promoting early childhood education 
and community connections in our 

neighborhood.
Saturday, May 19, 2018 

Charity Golf Outing
Presented by Inteliquent and  

Transparent Container, the annual golf 
outing helps raise money toward  

Onward House’s Capital Campaign.  
Thursday, September 13, 2018  

11 AM 

 October Spook-Easy 
Join us at Lagunitas Brewery for a 

fundraiser benefiting Onward House. 
Monday, October 29, 2018  

5: 30 PM – 8:30 PM

News from Mario F. García,  
Executive Director

programming, we have been focused on growing our programs 
both in scope and quality, as well as revising our organizational 
messaging.  To celebrate our 125-year milestone, Onward House 
received a pro bono messaging refresh with the help of our friends 
at Prosper Strategies, who helped us create a new mission and 
vision: 

We open doors to improve lives and uplift communities through 
educational, economic, and support services. 
 
We are moving forward with two new initiatives to uplift the com-
munity. The Business Incubator is moving forward! We’ve hired our 
Business Incubator Specialist, who has begun to work with Incuba-
teEDU to build what will be their first community-based curriculum 
to help people in the community gain the skills and understanding 
to build their businesses and careers. Second, we have launched 
a cultural program at Onward House, taking place seasonally and 
featuring food, music, and paintings from around the world. Please 
see our article on our Viernes Cultural // Cultural Friday events.  
 
We are very proud to announce that the Early Childhood Education 
program has again received NAEYC Accreditation after a review in 
late 2017. The National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) is an organization that works to promote 
high-quality early learning for all young children, birth through age 
8, by connecting early childhood practice, policy, and research. 
They advance a diverse, dynamic early childhood profession and 
support all who care for, educate, and work on behalf of young 
children.  
 
Lastly, I want to truly thank everyone who is a part of the Onward 
House family for uplifting this organization for so many years. We 
aim to serve all ages and are served by many generations. From our 
high school tutors from Glenbrook South and New Trier who come 
to Onward House twice a week to provide an extra level of support 
to our School Age program, to the Auxiliary Board, Board of 
Directors, and our long-time supporters and friends. Thank you. 
The support from our community has helped us change lives for 
over 125 years, and we look forward to moving onward together.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Mario 

Part of the crew from our first Giving 
Tuesday networking event at Old Crow 
Smokehouse in River North on November 
28, 2017. With over 40 attendees, we look 
forward to having this event again in 2018! 

We are always looking for new members to 
join our group. Contact Nikki at 
nway@onwardhouse.org for more 
information.  

In Case You Missed Us, Recent Photos Around Onward House

Onward House teacher Marteen 
uses big hand gestures and voices 
to draw children in to the story. 
Photo Credit: Melissa Wilhelm

The School Age students had a cozy 
PJ & Pancakes Party while on Spring 
Break from School. 

ESL Instructor Rebecca walks new 
students through the testing and 
placement process for winter 
session. 

Viernes Cultural//Cultural Friday 
presentation of the family band, 
Son Bohemio in April. 

Parents were invited to Creative 
Curriculum night, to try some 
classroom activities and learn how 
it connects to their child's learning 
development.

Blanca prepares lunches out of 
her own pocket to ensure that her 
ESL classmates have a meal, since 
many go straight to work after 
class.

An Early Education student shows 
off her hand-counting skills during 
lunch. 

The eCommcerce class learning 
to use design software to make 
eye-catching materials for print and 
web.

Early Childhood Education students 
celebrate the beginning of spring in 
Onward House’s playground. 



Viernes Cultural // Cultural Fridays
Our vision is for the Marshall Community Resource and Education 
Center to become a community destination, and are proud to now 
exhibit rotating exhibits in the Marshall Center! It was originally a 
long-term dream to fill our blank walls with art for students to 
admire when they were on break from class, but in December, 
things quickly came together when volunteers installed hanging 
displays throughout the center, and curate our first exhibit - a 
private collection of Colombian art. Los Sudakas provided musical 
entertainment that led us on a journey of leaving home for a strange 
new place, and finding community there. A meal was provided by a 
caterer from our business incubator, and our friends at Taste of 
Colombia provided coffee. All of this culminated in what was our 
first cultural Friday, and the feedback from participants was clear: 
cultural programming is a community need.

On April 6, we hosted our second event, with Son Bohemio a family 
band that celebrates traditional rhythms such as boleros, ballads, 
Mexican Folklore. Our recent exhibit featured the art of Amaranta 
Cuesta and her exhibit, "Strings of Light," a mixed-media showcase 
of the artist's process to "scream through ink" and let go of thoughts 
and feelings that no longer serve her.

Stay tuned for future Viernes Cultural events! We aim to host them 
quarterly and are always seeking new artists to showcase in the 
Marshall Center.

5423 West Diversey 
Chicago, IL 60639

Invest in success! Give a Matching Gift to Onward House
Your gift helps us continue to provide quality educational programming and unique wrap-around services that 
uplift families. Our vision is to be a hub of the community, and we are well on our way! 
The Paul M. Angell Foundation has provided a challenge match for all new and increased donations to Onward 
House up to $25,000, and with 91% of our budget designated for programs, we promise to make the most of 
every dollar that you give.

If you’d like to learn more about the 
impact of your gift, or come visit our 
sites, please contact Nikki Way at 
nway@onwardhouse.org. Thank you 
for your support!


